[Up-date on atherosclerosis].
The major steps of the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis are now well defined. Efforts are still required to better characterize: 1. the cellular mechanisms of atherogenesis, without ignoring the limitations of the available experimental models; 2. the complications of human atherosclerosis, ie the events (ulceration, thrombosis) that provoke ischaemic manifestations. Four short reviews on topics of special interest follow: proliferation of arterial smooth muscle cells; interactions of blood cells (platelets, leukocytes) with the arterial wall; lipoproteins in the genesis of foam cells; recent progresses in genetic epidemiology of cardiovascular diseases.